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From a map which he obtained from the ship's library
•during the voyage, he marked down a small rock off the
Ducos peninsula,, which might one day serve as a point of
departure for an attempted flight.
There were several attempts made by Communards to
escape. Once a group of 15 succeeded in getting away from
the mainland, complete with trunks and baggage. Unfor-
tunately they had hardly cleared the shallow waters when
the boat split in halves, and they returned in a -vtry
bedraggled and frustrated state.
Then one day there arrived on the Presqu'ile Ducos an
old companion of Rochefort's Paris days—Bastian Grand-
thille. He also had been deported, but, considered less
dangerous, he had been transferred from lie des Pins to
Noumea, where he was employed by Dusser, a provision
merchant, who supplied food and wine to the Ducos com-
munity. With Grandthille to act as a contact between the
community and the outside world, Rochefort began to make
plans for his escape.
Grandthille was asked to approach an American, or pre-
ferably an English, captain in port at Noumea and offer him
anything from 10,000 to 100,000 francs for taking five or
six of the Communards away on the next voyage.
Rochefort relates in his memoirs how he and his friend
Pain climbed every day to the top of a mountain from where
they could see the masts of the vessels in Noumea—
wondering if they would ever have the luck to get aboard
one of them. One day Grandthille came back, ostensibly to
bring a supply of fruit and vegetables, but actually to bring
the important news that he had contacted a certain Captain
Low, captain of an Australian boat which brought coal across
from Newcastle to Noumea. Low, by a fortunate chance,
knew about Rochefort, and when Grandthille approached
him he was actually sitting in his cabin with a copy of the
English magazine Bowbells, reading about Rochefort and
the Communards. He sympathized with the plight of the
political deportees and without any discussion agreed to take
five of them for 10,000 francs to Newcastle on his boat, the

